


'We QciAa! 

Winner of a 1971 Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge Award 

A hlewspaper for Servicemen 


K 


witli a tirm reliance iiroviileiice 


THIS m 
IIIIDEK HOD 


Published By: MOTHERS OF SERVICEMEN, Box 53, South Pasadena, California 91030 


SPRING, 1971 



MOTHERS OF SERVICEMEN” Cm 

By Nancy Harder 

"WE CARE”, the title of our newspaper best depicts the rea¬ 
son why we organized five years ago. 

We cared terribly that our boys were committed to a no-win war. 
We cared terribly that past and present administrations permit¬ 
ted our country to trade with communist nations which were in 
turn supplying 80% economic and military aid to Hanoi. 

We cared terribly that the Joint Chiefs of Staff were not allow¬ 
ed to run the war but had to bow their trained military wisdom to the one-world psy¬ 
cho-politicians in Washington. We cared terribly that our sons in Vietnam could not 
nre until fired on, could not wear side arms; were often short of supplies; were not 
permitted to carry out strategic bombings. 

W^e cared that our sons in prisons were being starved, tortured and not al¬ 

lowed mail all this in opposition to the Geneva Convention — that Hanoi refused 
to release their names to the U. S. Govenunent. 

We cared when the boys wrote bewildered letters asking why this administration 
permitted campus riots, anti-war protests, Viet Cong flags, while the press exalted 
this treason but never exalted the heroes of Vietman who know why they fight against 
Communism. ° ° 

We cared that they moaned over the thought of a coalition government or any 

negotiated peace because they know what the Communists do to their victims_a war 

not won is a Communist victory. 

What could mothers do to comfort their sons? What have they done in past ages? 
They pray, send religious literature, bake cookies, write letters, and our mothers pub¬ 
lish their own newspaper, WE CARE, to counteract the pro-revolution propaganda Aey 
receive. Our news stories show that the majority of Americans are behind them. 

We believe the majority of Americans could not knowingly support treason. We 
publish phamphlets exposing it. If enough people are aroused, elected officials might 
have to change their policies.” ■ 

Reprinted from the Newsletter of The Jewish Right. 



MEMBERS OF HEART¬ 
LAND YOUTH FOR 
DECENCY SHOWN 
WITH ONE OF THEIR 
FOUR BILLBOARDS 
IN SAN DIEGO, CA. 
AREA 


“WE CARE” WINS 
NATIONAL AWARD 

"The Trustees and Officers of Free¬ 
doms Foundation at Valley Forge an¬ 
nounce with pleasure the selection of 
MOTHERS OF SERVICEMEN by the 
distinguished National & School Awards 
Jury to receive The Honor Certificate 
Award for 1970 Nonprofit Publication 
"We Care!” An outstanding accomplish¬ 
ment in helping to achieve a better un¬ 
derstanding of the American Way of 
Life.” So read the announcement re¬ 
ceived by MOTHERS OF SERVICE¬ 
MEN early in February of this year. 

Also notices sent to Mary Sutherland 
and Bea Ziegler informing them that they 
had been selected to receive The Honor 
Certificate Award for co-editing "We 
Care” arrived in the same mail. A lunch¬ 
eon at which the awards will be presented 
is being planned by the mothers. 

From the many thousands of entries 
only 30 national awards and 1600 local 
honors were announced. John Wayne 
received the National Service Medal be¬ 
cause of his "unabashed loyalty to Amer¬ 
ica and its ideals” and for his frequent 
visits to American soldiers in combat 
zones. 

A Navy veteran. Bill Pierson of Santa 
Ana, California, received the highest 
award, The George Washington Medal 
and a check for $5000. He had served 
aboard an aircraft carrier off Vietnam. 
Pierson had been on his way to class 
when he saw some 150 students fighting 
over lowering the flag on the staff at San 
Diego State College. 

"I was born under that Flag, I fought 
under that Flag and I am going to college 
because of what it stands for,” he said. 

He placed himself under the flagpole, 
raised the Flag to the top and stood there 
to guard it for 3% boufs alone and de¬ 
fenseless, defying a screaming, heckling, 
menacing group of dissident students 
bent on destroying the American Flag. 



WE CARE 


LETTERS FROM VIETNAM . .. 


MOTHERS OF SERVICEMEN was 
Eve years old in February — five years of 
a very satisfying service to you. We hope 
we have shown our love and gratitude 
for all you are doing for us. 

Your letters are our greatest treasure 
so we want to share them with all of 
you wonderful guys. 

Dear Mothers, 

I was so happy when I happened onto 
a copy of ''We Care” today because I 
have been getting so worried lately about 
our fate against the dreadful onslaught 
of Communism. Being here in Vietnam^ 
has given me the opportunity to deal 
directly with our adversaries. This has 
given me a great sense of purpose, some¬ 
thing which many of our young people 
seem dearly lacking, in these deplorable 
times. 

Please begin my subscription to "We 
Care” immediately. 

Thank you, Mothers, I care. Andrew 
Larson 

* * * 

Dear Mothers of Servicemen, 

When I was in the chow line at the 
mess hall, I saw your address on a bul¬ 
letin board. At first I thought it was just 
a joke. I didn’t really think anyone back 
home cared about any of us over here. 
But one of the guys told me it was for 
real. Well, I still kind of doubt it, but 
Em curious to see if you really exist. 

Anything you send will be greatly ap¬ 
preciated. If you are for real, all I can 
say is — Thank God for people like you. 

Jim 

* * * 

Dear Moms, 8 December 

How goes it beautifuls? Just wanted 
to let you know how very much I ap¬ 
preciate your newspaper. I know there 
are a lot of guys over here who thank 
you for your time and trouble. And if 
you ever should take a count of how 
many GFs you’ve helped, you can count 
me as one. Love, Reb. 

14 December 

Well fiirst off. I’d like to wish all of you 
a very Merry Christmas and an even 
happier New Year! And now along with 
five of my buddies, I’d like to thank you 
for sending the Christmas tree. You’ve 
made six GI’s able to have a much 
brighter Christmas than they normally 
would have had. Take care. God bless 
each and everyone of you. Love Reb. 

* * * 

Dear Mothers of Servicemen: 

Thanks very much for sending me a 
copy of your newspaper. Also for your 
Christmas Tree which I received last week. 

I am pleased to have heard from you 
and look forward to hearing from you in 


the near future. As you probably well 
know, it is little things like these that 
help to keep us believing that at least a 
few people other than our own individual 
parents are with us in this entanglement 
which we would rather not be involved 
in. 

I don’t enjoy being in Vietnam more 
than anyone else but I feel that if I have 
to be here I should give of my best. I 
have never heard of your organization but 
I would be most interested in receiving 
copies of your newspaper and hope you 
will continue to send them to me when 
I am at home. Sincerely, C.A. Browne. 

* * * 

Dear Mothers, 

I received two more of your papers, 
"We Care,” yesterday and the big can 
of cookies. The cookies were all delicious 
and the many different types made them 
even better. Both I and many of my bud¬ 
dies who enjoyed them say, "Thank you 
very much for the cookies and for caring.” 

I The paper is very interesting and it I 
I is the only writing I’ve seen since Eve f 
I been here that is totally dedicated to 1 
f the welfare of servicemen. ■ 

There are many people who read the 
paper and may not write, so don’t judge 
the paper’s success only by return letters. 
"We Care” is helping many people over 
here. 

Thanks again for your consideration. 
May God bless you all. 

Sincerely, Sgt. Leslie A. Green, Jr. 

* 

Dear Mothers, 

The Chaplain at our unit gave me this 
card (our cookie card) with your address 
to send to you. Em behind you all the 
way. Em really with you on your slogan 
"Let’s win the war and bring our fighting 
men home.” I think this is probably the 
loneliest time of my life being away from 
my family. Em glad there’s people who 
really care about us over here. Love all 
of you. 

God Bless You! Sp/4 Wilemon 

Hs * ♦ 

From the 6th Convalescent Center: 

Your Christmas trees were a big hit and 
I thought you might like to know some¬ 
thing of what we did at Christmas time. 
We had three Santa Clauses (two patients 
and one sergeant from the blood bank) 
and one Santa Lady ... a Red Cross 
recreation worker. Gifts were distributed 
to all the patients on Christmas Eve and 
then we all went up to the guard posts 
and gave out gifts to the guards on duty. 
Were they ever surprised! 

Christmas morning we had a coffee 
call. Although we were all far from home, 
the spirit was here. Sara Bomberg (We 
sent 50 trees to this Center.) 
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Dear Mrs. Ziegler: 

Yesterday, I received the last shipment 
of the 19 Christmas trees. Already the 
men are requesting the trees for their 
orderly rooms and mess halls. This week¬ 
end I plan to fly out to our artillery bases 
and deliver the other Christmas trees. 

You may or may not realize that a 
small gift such as a tree or box of cookies 
and pop corn is significant over here. 
Some of the men don’t receive much 
mail from their homes. Several of these 
may not write either. But, for the most 
part, mail is a critical factor in keeping 
the morale of our men high. Your news¬ 
paper is given to the men who attend 
our chapel services. They appreciate this 
news also. 

Please pass on to the members of 
MOTHERS OF SERVICEMEN that the 
men of our Provisional Artillery Group 
appreciate their "spirit” of Christmas — 
even in this tropical zone. Sincerely, 
Chaplain Standley. 

♦ * * 

Quotes from Some Letters 

Thanks is all I can say. Your paper is great. 
Robert W. Montgomery. 

* * ♦ 

I received your lit'l Christmas tree. It's going 
to make my Christmas feel better in Vietnam. 
May Sod bless all of you lovely ladies. Your 
hearts are gold. Always, Sgt. Chico Algeria 
« * ♦ 

Just a short note to say thanks for sending 
me the book (Tortured for Christ). I'm reading 
it and it is a book close to our own lives here 
and I enjoy it very much. Thank you so much. 
It means a lot. Steve 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

I received your Christmas tree today and 
believe me it has really given my men the 
Christmas spirit. They put all their packages 
from home under it. 

I would like to send my appreciation to 

MOTHERS OF SERVICEMEN because they care 
so much for our servicemen in Vietnam. Thank 
you, CpI. Powell 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

I would like to thank all of you for showing 

your interest and consideration for the men In 
Vietnam. Most people have forgotten about the 
war we are fighting and the lives we are losing 
over here. It is reassuring to me to have people 
like you back in the world. 

May God bless you all. Tom Whaley 
♦ ♦ ♦ 

I want to take this opportunity to thank all 

of you very much for the Christmas tree you 
sent to us. We have received gifts and cards 
from all over the United States from wonderful 
people who have not forgotten us or our reasons 
for being here. Your thoughtfulness has helped 
to make this past Christmas season a little more 
enjoyable for the men of Headquarters Battery. 

Thanks again for being proud of us. Sincerely, 
Capt. David L. Brannon 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

I received letter with the "Smoot Re¬ 

port" and was very well pleased with the news 
I read. 

Also, I received the fabulous Christmas tree. 
It brought great joy to my heart. Thanlc you 
very much. 

In Christ's Name, Sp/4 Wilemon 


